LOTH AIR.

c Your Lordship will have enough to do to-day without
being troubled with us,' said their leader as he shook
hands with Lothair.

But Lothair would not part with them thus. With the
inspiring recollection of his speech at the Fenian meeting,
Lothair was not afraid of rising in his barouche and
addressing them. What he said was said very well, and
it was addressed to a people who, though the shyest in the
world, have a passion for public speaking, than which no
achievement more tests reserve. It was something to be a
great peer and a great proprietor, and to be young and
singularly well-favoured; but to be able to make a speech,
and such a good one, such cordial words in so strong and
musical a voice: all felt at once they were in the presence
of the natural leader of the county. The enthusiasm of
the hunting-field burst forth. They gave him three ringing
cheers, and jostled their horses forward that they might
grasp his hand.

The park-gates were open, and the postilions dashed
alon<? through scenes of loveliness on which. Lothair would
fain have lingered, but he consoled himself with the recol-
lection that he should probably have an opportunity oi
seeing them again. Sometimes his carriage seemed in the
heart of an ancient forest; sometimes the deer, startled at his
approach, were scudding over expanding lawns; then his
course wound by the margin of a sinuous lake with green
islands and golden gondolas; and then, after advancing
through stately avenues, he arrived at mighty gates of
wondrous workmanship, that once had been the boast of a
celebrated convent on the Danube, but which, in the days
of revolutions, had reached England, and had been obtained
by the grandfather of Lothair to guard the choice demesne
that was the vicinage of his castle.

When we remember that Lothair, notwithstanding his
nuik and vast wealth, had never, from the nature of things,